
U.S. Department of Justice 

Civil Rights Division 
 
 
Appellate Section - RFK Building 
950 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington, DC  20530 

 

DJ 166-54-95 
 
       January 30, 2012 
 
 Mr. Mark J. Langer, Clerk 
United States Court of Appeals for  
  the District of Columbia Circuit 
333 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington D.C. 20001 
 
 Re:  LaRoque v. Holder, No. 11-5349 
 
Dear Mr. Langer: 
 
 Enclosed is a copy of a January 30, 2012, letter to James P. Cauley, III, counsel for the 
City of Kinston, North Carolina.  On August 17, 2009, the Attorney General interposed an 
objection, pursuant to Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act, 42 U.S.C. 1973c, to a proposed change 
to nonpartisan elections for Kinston municipal elections.  LaRoque v. Holder, No. 11-5349 Joint 
Appendix (J.A.) 45-47.  That objection led to the instant litigation, which concerns the 
constitutionality of Section 5.  J.A. 5, 222-223.  The enclosed letter notifies the City that the 
Attorney General has determined that it is appropriate to reconsider the August 17, 2009, 
Kinston objection, due to the receipt of new information relating to a proposed voting change 
submitted by the Board of Education for Lenoir County, North Carolina, where Kinston is 
located.  It is the Attorney General’s intention to make his decision with respect to the 
reconsideration of the Kinston objection by February 10, 2012.  We will notify this Court 
promptly when that decision is made.   
 
 Oral argument in LaRoque is scheduled for February 27, 2012.  Please distribute copies 
of this letter and the attached letter to Mr. Cauley to the members of the panel assigned to this 
case.   
 

Sincerely, 
 

Diana K. Flynn 
Section Chief 

 
s/ Linda F. Thome 
Linda F. Thome 

Attorney 
Appellate Section 

Civil Rights Division 
 (202) 514-4706 

 
cc:  All counsel of record
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I hereby certify that on January 30, 2011, the foregoing letter was filed electronically 

with the Clerk of the Court for the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 

using the CM/ECF System, and four paper copies were delivered by hand to the Clerk of the 

Court.  

In, addition, I certify that the following participants will receive a copy through the 

CM/ECF system: 

J. Gerald Herbert 
191 Somervelle St., Suite 405 
Alexandria, VA 22304 
 
Michael E. Rosman 
Center for Individual Rights 
1233 20th St. NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20036 
 
Michael A. Carvin 
Hashim M. Mooppan 
Jones Day 
51 Louisiana Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
 
 

s/ Linda F. Thome 
LINDA F. THOME 
  Attorney 
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