IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA
NORFOLK DIVISION

SERGIO RODRIGUEZ,
Plaintiff,

V. Civil No.: 2:25-cv-00408-RBS-LRL

CAPTAIN WILLIAM DULL, in his official
capacity as Commanding Officer of Naval
Submarine Base Kings Bay, and

SCOTT BASSETT, in his official capacity as
Public Affairs Officer for Naval Submarine
Base Kings Bay,

Defendants.

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

Plaintiff Sergio Rodriguez and Defendants Captain William Dull and Scott
Bassett, in their official capacities (collectively, the “Parties”), enter into this
Settlement Agreement on the terms and conditions set forth herein.

BACKGROUND

WHEREAS, on or about August 12, 2024, Plaintiff, an advocate for military
families, posted comments and replies on the official Facebook Page for Naval
Submarine Base Kings Bay (“Page”), related to the base’s response to an electrical
power outage that left base residents without power for over twelve hours;

WHEREAS, Plaintiff Rodriguez does not currently have any active or reserve
role in any branch of the U.S. military;

WHEREAS, on or about August 12, 2024, Plaintiffs Facebook account was
blocked from the Page pursuant to the directions of the Commanding Officer of Naval



Submarine Base Kings Bay at the time,! and, as a result, all of Plaintiff’'s comments
and replies were removed from the Page;

WHEREAS, on July 3, 2025, Plaintiff filed the above-captioned lawsuit
seeking declaratory and injunctive relief to vindicate his rights to free speech and
association under the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, together with
reasonable costs and attorneys’ fees;

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs Complaint alleged two causes of action:
(1) unconstitutional viewpoint diserimination by government officials in a public or
limited public forum; and (i1} unconstitutional prior restraint banning speech on a
public or limited public forum before it can be heard;

WHEREAS, on or about September 29, 2025, in response to Plamntiffs
Complaint, Plaintiffs Facebook account was unblocked from the Page pursuant to
the directions of the Commanding Officer of Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, and,

as a result, most of Plaintiffs comments and replies, were subsequently restored to
the Page;

WHEREAS, Plaintiff desires to maintain the ability to view, post, comment,
and reply on the Page and other official social media pages or accounts of Naval
Submarine Base Kings Bay in the future, free from removal, filtering, hiding,
unpublishing, deletion, blocking, or banning based on the viewpoint expressed;

WHEREAS, Defendants recognize that the Navy's Social Media Handbook.
which was issued in October 2024 and now more clearly prohibits the Navy from
directly blocking the social media accounts of the general public (including Plaintiff)
from the Page or any other current or future official social media pages or accounts
of Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, on the basis of the viewpoint expressed;

WHEREAS, Defendants recognize that the Navy's Social Media Handbook
now more clearly prohibits the Navy from filtering, hiding, or deleting any post,
comment, or reply of the social media accounts of the general public (including
Plaintiff) from the Page or any other current or future official social media pages or
accounts of Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, on the basis of the viewpoint
expressed;

WHEREAS, Defendants recognize that the actions taken in blocking Plaintiff
from the Page did not comport with Navy policy and viclated Plaintiffs First
Amendment rights;

1 Captain William Dull became the Commanding Officer for Naval Submarine Base
Kings Bay on July 3, 2025. Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 25(d), Captain
Dull was substituted as an official-capacity defendant in this case on March 27, 2026.



WHEREAS, Plaintiff seeks changes to the applicable social media policies
described below to try to ensure that his rights are not violated in a similar manner
in the future;

WHEREAS, the Parties seek to resolve their dispute without further
litigation;

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises contained
below, and to fully and finally resolve this litigation, it is hereby ordered under
agreement of the Parties as follows.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1. INCORPORATION OF RECITALS. The recitals in the Background section
of this Settlement Agreement are incorporated herein by reference.

2. DEFINITIONS. Unless otherwise noted, the following definitions apply in
this Settlement Agreement, and for the purposes of this Settlement Agreement

alone:

a. Facebook Account. The term “Faceboock Account” means and
refers to the account on the social media site commonly referred to
as Facebook with the name “Sergio Rodriguez” that Plaintiff used to
comment on the Page, as defined infra, in August 2024.

b. Action. The term “Action” means and refers to the above-captioned

litigation styled Sergio Rodriguez v. Captain William Dull and Scott
Bassett, No. 2:25-cv-00408 (E.D. Va.), filed on July 3, 2025, in the
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia.

C. Base’s Facebook Page. The term “Page” means and refers to the
Facebook Page of Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, which uses the
handle @NavalSubmarineBaseKingsBay, and which is the subject of
this Action.

d. Base’s Social Media Pages. The term “Base Social Media Pages”
means and refers to any current or future official social media pages
or accounts of Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay on any social media
platform other than the Page.

3. CONSIDERATION. In exchange for the mutual promises set forth in this
settlement Agreement, the parties agree as follows:

a. Future Comments or Replies. No Department of the Navy
personnel will ban or block Plaintiff's Facebook Account from the
Page or any of Plaintiff's accounts from the Base Social Media Pages



nor will any Department of the Navy personnel remove, filter, hide,
unpublish, block, or delete any post, comment, or reply that Plaintiff
makes on the Page or the Base Social Media Pages, on the basis of
the viewpoint expressed.

b. Comment Policy.

1. The Parties acknowledge that Plaintiff's use of the Page and
all Base Social Media Pages will be subject to the policies
contained in the current U.S. Navy’'s Social Media Handbook,
and any similar future superseding policy.2

il. A link to the current version of the U.S. Navy's Social Media
Handbook will be posted prominently in the “About” section
of the Page before a description of the guidelines that are
currently listed on that page. A link to the U.S. Navy's Social
Media Handbook will also be posted on all Base Social Media
Pages.

iii.  The Page and all Base Social Media Pages will be edited to
include a statement that “Posts and comments by members of
the general public will not be removed, filtered, hidden,
unpublished, blocked, or deleted based on the viewpoint
expressed. Additionally, users, who are members of the
general public, will not be banned or blocked based on the
viewpoint expressed.”

1v. To the extent that the Page’s comment policy, or the comment
policy on any of the Base Social Media Pages requires
revision, it will continue to include a provision that users will
not be blocked and comments will not be removed on the basis
of the viewpoint expressed.

V. Notwithstanding the above provisions, nothing contained
herein shall limit or restrict the ability of the Department of
the Navy to amend, revise, or alter the policies contained in
its Social Media Handbook in the future. Nor shall any
provisions herein limit or restrict the ability of the Base to
revise the comment policy for the Page or any Social Media
Pages to comply with any such amendments, revisions, or
alterations by the Department of the Navy.

2 The 1J.S. Navy’s Social Media Handbook is attached hereto as Exhibit A and can be
found at the following link: https:/media.defense.gov/2024/0ct/24/2003570660/-1/
1/0/U.5.%20NAVY%20SOCIAL%20MEDIA%20HANDBOOK®%202024_2 PDF.




c. Terms of Service. Plaintiff acknowledges that all Facebook posts
and comments, including any he submits on the Base’s Page, are
subject to Facebook’s Terms of Service, Community Standards, or
any other terms of use that Facebook, a third-party private host of
the Page, may place on its users. The Parties acknowledge that
Defendants are not responsible for any independent action that
Facebook may take with respect to Plaintiffs Facebook Account or
any content that he posts. Plaintiff does not agree that the provision
of the Navy’'s Social Media Handbook asserting that the Navy may

refer offensive comments to the social media service provider is
lawful.

4, WAIVER AND RELEASE.

a. Release by Plaintiff. Plaintiff for himself and any heirs and
personal representatives, hereby fully and forever releases, acquits,
and discharges Defendants and their employer, its agents, officers

- and former officers, employees and former employees, and
Defendants’ successors and predecessors, either in their official or
individual capacities, from any and all claims, demands, and causes
of action of every kind, nature or description, whether known or
unknown, which Plaintiff may have had, may now have, or may
hereafter discover arising out of the allegations, circumstances, or
facts set forth in or underlying the Action.

b. Release by Defendants. Defendants, to the fullest extent of their
authority, hereby release, discharge, forego, and give up any and all
claims Defendants may have against Plaintiff, and any and all
claims, demands, and causes of action of every kind, nature or
description, whether known or unknown, which Defendants may
have had, may now have, or may hereafter discover arising, arising
out of the allegations, circumstances, or facts set forth in or
underlying the Action.

5. DISMISSAL WITH PREJUDICE. Simultaneously with the execution of
this Settlement Agreement, Plaintiff and Defendants, by counsel, shall
execute a stipulation of dismissal with prejudice pursuant to Fed. R. Civ.
P. 41, dismissing the Action with prejudice, conditioned upon the complete
execution of the Settlement Agreement by the parties. Counsel for Plaintiff
agrees to file the stipulation with the Court within ten (10) days after the
complete execution of the Settlement Agreement by the Parties.

6. NO ADMISSIBILITY IN EVIDENCE. None of the terms of the Settlement
Agreement may be offered or received in evidence or in any way referred to in
any civil, criminal or administrative action or proceeding other than



10.

11.

12.

proceedings that may be necessary to consummate or enforce this Settlement
Agreement. The terms of this Settlement Agreement shall not be construed as
an admission by Defendants that the consideration to be provided hereunder
represents the relief, if any, that could be recovered after trial.

COSTS, FEES, AND EXPENSES. Each Party shall bear its own attorney’s
fees, costs,and expenses.

NO ASSIGNMENT. Plamntiff represents and warrants that he is the sole
and lawful owner of all rights, title, and interests in and to every claim and
other matter which Plaintiff purports to release herein, and that he has
not heretofore assigned or transferred, or purported or attempted to assign
or transfer, to any person or entity any claims or other matters herein
released.

MERGER CLAUSE. This Settlement Agreement contains the entire
agreement between the Parties hereto, and the Parties acknowledge and
agree that no promise or representation not contained in this agreement has
been made, and the Parties acknowledge and represent that this Settlement
Agreement contains the entire understanding between the Parties and
contains all terms and conditions pertaining to the compromise and
settlement of the disputes referenced herein. No statement, remark,
agreement, or understanding, oral or written, that is not contained herein
shallbe recognized or enforced, nor does this Settlement Agreement reflect
any agreed upon purpose other than the desire of the Parties to reach a full
and final conclusion of the litigation and to resolve the Action without the
time and expense of further litigation.

SEVERABILITY. Should any court declare or determine that any
provision(s) of this Settlement Agreement is/are illegal or invalid, the validity
of the remaining parts, terms, or provisions shall not be affected and said

illegal or invalid part, term, or provision shall be deemed not to be a part of
this Settlement Agreement.

AMENDMENTS. This Settlement Agreement cannot be modified or
amended exceptby an instrument in writing, agreed to and signed by the
Parties and entered by the Court. Nor shall any provision hereof be waived
other than by a written waiver, signed by the Parties.

BINDING SUCCESSORS. This Settlement Agreement shall be binding
upon and inure to the benefit of Plaintiff and Defendants and their
respective  heirs, executors, successors, assigns, and personal
representatives, including any person, entity, department, or agency
succeeding to the interests or obligations of any party hereto,or having an
interest herein.



13.

14.

15.

16.

CONSULTATION WITH COUNSEL. Plaintiff and Defendants
acknowledge that they have discussed this Settlement Agreement with their
respective counsel, who have explained this document to them, and that they
understand all of the terms and conditions of this Settlement Agreement.
Plaintiff and Defendants further acknowledge that they have read this
Settlement Agreement, and understand the contentsthereof, and execute
this Settlement Agreement of their own free act and deed. The undersigned
represent that they are fully authorized to enter into this Settlement
Agreement.

RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.

a. This Settlement Agreement shall be considered a jointly drafted
agreement and shall not be construed against any party as the
drafter.

b. This Settlement Agreement shall be construed in a manner to
ensure its consistency with federal law. Nothing contained in this
Settlement Apreement shall impose upon Defendants any duty,
obligation, or requirement, the performance of which would be
inconsistent with federal statutes, rules, or regulations in effect at
the time of such performance.

c. The headings in this Settlement Agreement are for the convenience
of the Parties only and shall not limit, expand, modify, or aid in the
interpretation or construction of this Settlement Agreement.

FULL AUTHORITY TO SIGN. Each person signing this Settlement
Agreement represents and warrants that he or she has full authority to
execute this Settlement Agreement on Behalf of himself or herself, or on
behalf of the Party or entity on whose behalf he or she signs this Settlement
Agreement.

EXECUTION IN COUNTERPARTS. This Settlement Agreement may be
executed and delivered in counterparts. Each counterpart, when executed,
shall be considered one and the same instrument, which shall comprise the
Settlement Agreement, which takes effect once all Parties have signed.



For Plaintiff:
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Sergio 0 Rodri iguez
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Date

For Defendants:
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Captain William Dull, in his official capacity as Commanding Officer of Naval
Submarine Base Kings Bay
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Date

Scott Bassett, in his official capacity as Public Affairs Officer for Naval
Submarine Base Kings Bay
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